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Course Overview

Constitutional Law and administrative Law together make Public Law. Public Law was first defined by
Romans as “res publica” which meant Public Good. Public Law regulates the relationship between
individual and the State. However with changing dimensions of the State the ambit of Public Law needs
to be revisited. This course highlights the various aspects of Public Law which has become significant
due to the concept of “Welfare State”. It enlightens the students about the various systems of governance
which have evolved worldwide. The course further provides a comparative approach which enables the
students to make a critical analysis of the various systems. It provides a comparative analysis of the
structure of government, legislative process and the role of the judiciary to have better understanding of

the Indian polity.

Learning Outcomes

The students may be benefitted by studying the comparative public law knowing in depth
understanding of constitutional law and administrative law, criminal law and international law
prevailing in major legal systems of the world and what the defects or shortcomings in Indian
system may be rectified and will be helpful for a change in the existing approach for making a

better legally binding society and good governance.

Topic/ Contents/ Concepts Sessions /
Module Lectures
Module I Module | 6 Lectures

Public Law

1.Meaning and definition of Public Law

2.Concept of Public Law




3.Public Law — International Law, Constitutional Law, Administrative
Law and Criminal

Law
4.Distinction between Public Law and Private Law

5. Nature, Significance and of Comparative Public La

Module 11

Basic principles of organisation of government and forms of
governments

1. Presidential and Parliamentary forms of government
2. Federal and Unitary governments

3. Concept of Quasi-Federalism

6 Lectures

Module
11

Concept of Constitution

1. Meaning and Idea of Constitution, Nature and objectives
2. Constitution as Fundamental La

6 Lectures

Module
AV

Constitutionalism

1. Concept, Distinction between Constitution and Constitutionalism
2.Essential features of Constitutionalism -Written Constitution,
Separation of Powers,

3.Fundamental Rights, Independence of Judiciary and Judicial Review

6 Lectures

Module V

Constitutional foundations of powers

1. Supremacy of Legislature in Law Making
2. Rule of law

3. Dicey’s Concept of Rule of Law
4. Modern Concept of Rule of Law
5. Social and economic rights as part of rule of law

6 Lectures

Module
VI

Separation of powers

1. Concept of Separation of Powers

2. Checks and Balances

3. Separation of Powers or Separation of Functions

4. French concept of separation of powers and Administrative courts

8 Lectures

Module
VIl

Courts

1. Writ Jurisdiction
2. Protecting public interests through litigation.
3. Locus standi and the nature of the judicial power.

6 Lectures




1. Various Methods of Amendment

2. Limitations on Amending Power: Comparative Perspective

3. Theory of Basic Structure

Module Judicial Review 10 lectures
VIl 1. Independence of Judiciary

2. Concept and Origin of Judicial Review

3. Limitations on Judicial Review

4. Judicial Accountability
Module IX| Constitutional Amendments 6 Lectures

Evaluation Cri

teria

Components Marks Allotted
Attendance 5
Project Report 20
Presentation 5
End-Semester Examination 70

Total Marks 100
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